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£( 300) YARBOROUGH TESTIMONY 

WASHINGTON, NOV. 23 (AP)-FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL TEXT OF AN 
AFFIDAVIT SWORN TO JULY"10' BY SEN. RALPH W. YARBOROUGH, D-TEX., FOR THE 
WARREN COMMISSION INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN 
F. KENNEDY (ABOUT 300) | 

' AFTER THE PRESIDENTIAL MOTORCADE HAD PASSED THROUGH THE HEART OF 
DOWNTOWN DALLAS, EXPERIENCING, AN EXCEPTIONALLY WARM AND FRIENDLY 
GREETING, AS THE MOTORCADE WENT DOWN THE SLOPE OF ELM STREET TOWARD 
THE RAILROAD UNDERPASS, A RIFLE SHOT WAS HEARD BY ME} A LOUD BLAST, 

CLOSE BY. I HAVE HANDLED FIREARMS FOR FIFTY YEAR, AND THOUGHT 
IMMEDIATELY THAT IT WAS A RIFLE SHOT. WHEN THE NOISE OF THE 
SHOT WAS HEARD, THE MOTORCADE SLOWED TO WHAT SEEMED TO ME A COMPLETE 
STOP, . . AFTER WHAT I TOOK TO BE ABOUT THREE SECONDS, ANOTHER SHOT 
BOOMED OUT, AND AFTER WHAT I TOOK TO BE ONE- HALF THE TIME BETWEEN THE 
FIRST AND SECOND SHOTS ... A THIRD SHOT WAS FIRED . AFTER THE THIRD 
SHOT WAS FIRED, BUT ONLY AFTER THE THIRD SHOT WAS FIRED, THE CAVAL- 
CADE SPEEDED UP, GAINED SPEED RAPIDLY, AND ROARED AWAY TO THE PARKLAND 
HOSPITAL , . .... 

. ' I HEARD THREE SHOTS AND NO MORE. ALL SEEMED TO COME FROM MY RIGHT . ) 

REAR. I SAW PEOPLE FALL TO THE GROUND ON THE EMBANKMENT TO OUR RIGHT, 

AT ABOUT THE TIME OF OR AFTER THE SECOND SHOT, BUT BEFORE THE CAVAL- 
CADE STARTED UP AND RACED AWAY. 

DUE TO THE SECOND CAR, WITH THE SECRET SERVICE MEN STANDING ON 
STEPS ON THE SIDES OF IT, I COULD NOT SEE WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN THE 
PRESIDENTIAL CAR DURING THE SHOOTING ITSELF. SOME OF THE SECRET 
SERVICE MEN LOOKED BACKWARD AND TO THE RIGHT, IN THE GENERAL DIRECTION 
FROM WHICH THE RIFLE EXPLOSIONS SEEMED TO COME. 
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AFTER THE SHOOTING, ONE OF THE SECRET SERVICE MEN SITTING DOWN IN 
THE CAR IN FRONT OF US PULLED OUT AN AUTOMATIC RIFLE OR WEAPON AND 
LOOKED BACKWARD. HOWEVER, ALL OF THE SECRET SERVICE MEN SEEMED TO ME 
TO RESPOND VERY SLOWLY, WITH NO MORE THAN A PUZZLED LOOK. IN FACT, 

UNTIL THE AUTOMATIC WEAPON WAS UNCOVERED, I HAD BEEN LULLED INTO A 
SENSE OF FALSE HOPE FOR THE PRESIDENT'S SAFETY, BY THE LACK OF MOTION, * 


EXCITEMENT, OR APPARENT VISIBLE KNOWLEDGE BY THE SECRET SERVICE MEN, 

THAT ANYTHING SO DREADFUL WAS HAPPENING. KNOWING SOMETHING OF THE 
TRAINING THAT. COMBAT INFANTRYMEN AND MARINES RECEIVE, I AM AMAZED AT 
THE LACK OF INSTANTANEOUS RESPONSE BY THE SECRET SERVICE, WHEN THE 
RIFLE FIRE BEGAN. I MAKE THIS STATEMENT IN THIS PARAGRAPH RELUCTANTLY, 
NOT TO ADD TO THE ANGUISH OF ANYONE, BUT IT IS MY FIRM OPINION, AND 
I WRITE IT OUT IN THE HOPE THAT IT MIGHT BE OF SERVICE IN THE BETTER 
PROTECTION OF OUR PRESIDENTS IN' THE FUTURE. 

AFTER WE WENT UNDER THE UNDERPASS, ON THE UPWARD 'SLOPE I COULD SEE 
OVER THE HEADS OF THE OCCUPANTS OF THE SECOND CAR (SECRET SERVICE CAR) 
AND COULD SEE AN AGENT LYING ACROSS THE BACK OR TRUNK OF THE PRESI- ’ 
DENTIAL CAR, WITH HIS FEET TO THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE CAR; HIS HEAD AT 
THE LEFT SIDE. HE BEAT THE BACK OF THE CAR WITH ONE HAND, HIS FACE 
CONTORTED BY GRIEF, ANGUISH, AND DESPAIR, AND I KNEW FROM THAT INSTANT 
THAT SOME TERRIBLE LOSS HAD BEEN SUFFERED., 

ON ARRIVAL AT THE HOSPITAL, I TOLD NEWSMEN THAT THREE RIFLE SHOTS HAD 
BEEN FIRED,' THERE WAS THEN NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT THE SHOTS WERE 
RIFLE SHOTS', AND I HAD NEITHER THEN OR NOW ANY DOUBTS THAT ANY OTHER 
SHOTS WERE FIRED. IN MY OPINION ONLY THREE SHOTS WERE FIRED. 

(END TEXT) 
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